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 Chairs Tsuji and Lee, Vice Chairs Ward and Thielen, and Members of the Committees. 

The Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism respectfully offers 

comments on HB 1997, which establishes a Hawaii Department of Energy as a cabinet-level 

agency and moves the Energy Resources Coordinator responsibilities from DBEDT to this 

newly created agency.   

DBEDT supports the intent of raising the profile of Hawaii’s clean energy agenda, but 

notes that the measure contemplates the same sources and levels of funding, organizational 

structure, and statutory responsibilities as the existing State Energy Office, a division within 

DBEDT.  This measure does not provide the necessary resources to effectuate the intent of the 

measure to raise the profile of the clean energy initiative in Hawaii.   

We also note, that there is a benefit of having the Energy Program Administrator as a 

civil service position, instead of a political appointee; offers greater continuity and capacity to 

pursue long-term policies and initiatives to achieve energy independence and economic 

growth. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on HB 1997. 



Testimony to the House Committee on Economic Development and Business and
Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection

Thursday, February 6, 2014 at 8:30 a.m.
State Capitol - Conference Room 325

RE: HOUSE BILL NO. 1997 RELATING TO A DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Chairs Tsuji and Lee, and Vice Chairs Ward and Thielen, and members of the committees:

The Chamber provides the following comments  on H.B. No. 1997, which proposes to
establish a department of energy.  It proposes to transfer energy development and management
functions of DBEDT to the new Department of Energy.

The Chamber is the largest business organization in Hawaii, representing more than 1,000
businesses.  Approximately 80% of our members are small businesses with less than 20 employees.
As the “Voice of Business” in Hawaii, the organization works on behalf of its members, which
employ more than 200,000 individuals, to improve the state’s economic climate and to foster
positive action on issues of common concern.

The purpose of this Act is to create the Hawaii department of energy, which shall be a
Cabinet-level agency with a focus on energy and security development. Thus, the State will be able
to more efficiently achieve its goals and upgrade its infrastructure. The department of energy will
then be able to work with outside entities on acquiring capital investments and technical assistance.
Creation of the department of energy will further allow the other agencies to refine their respective
scopes of operation.

We understand the recent focus on energy.  With our dependence on fossil fuels, there is an
upswing in discussion on energy as oil prices rise.  Having the State of Hawaii provide better
management and oversight of our energy issues should not be dependent on the creation of a new
Department.  We are also concerned about the overall expansion of government programs which
require additional staff and resources.  It is unclear from the bill how a new department will
improve our existing energy programs.  There needs to be some discussion on specific quantitative
and qualitative measurements of improvements that will be achieved from creating a new
department.  Once these outcomes have been identified, the discussion can focus on what it will
cost to create this new department, and if we, the tax payers, are willing to make that type of
investment.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our views on this matter.
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Testimony to the House Committees on Economic Development &
Business and

Energy and Environmental Protection
Thursday, February 6, 2014

8:30 a.m.
State Capitol - Conference Room 325

RE: H.B. 1997, RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A DEPARTMENT
OF ENERGY

Dear Chairs Tsuji and Lee, Vice-Chairs Ward and Thielen, and members of the
Committees:

My name is Gladys Marrone, Government Relations Director for the Building
Industry Association of Hawaii (BIA-Hawaii), the Voice of the Construction Industry.
We promote our members through advocacy and education, and provide
community outreach programs to enhance the quality of life for the people of
Hawaii. BIA-Hawaii is a not-for-profit professional trade organization chartered in
1955, and affiliated with the National Association of Home Builders.

BIA-Hawaii provides the following comments on H.B. 1997, which proposes to
establish a department of energy. It proposes to transfer energy development and
management functions of DBEDT to the new Department of Energy.

The purpose of this Act is to create the Hawaii department of energy, which
shall be a Cabinet-level agency with a focus on energy and security development.,
which would enable the State to more efficiently achieve its goals and upgrade its
infrastructure. The department of energy will then be able to work with outside
entities on acquiring capital investments and technical assistance. Creation of the
department of energy will further allow the other agencies to refine their respective
scopes of operation.

We understand the recent focus on energy, particularly as oil prices rise.
However, the concerns of BIA-Hawaii include:

1) Having the State provide better management and oversight of our energy
issues should not be dependent on the creation of a new department.

2) The overall expansion of government programs which require additional
staff and resources. It is unclear from the bill how a new department will improve
our existing energy programs.

3) At least some discussion should be had on specific quantitative and
qualitative measurements of improvements that will be achieved from creating a
new department. Once these outcomes have been identified, the discussion can
then focus on the costs involved to create this new department, and whether we,
the tax payers, are willing to make that investment.

Thank you for the opportunity to express our views on this matter.
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ward2-Robin

From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2014 10:50 AM
To: edbtestimony
Cc: carl.campagna@kamakagreen.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1997 on Feb 6, 2014 08:30AM*

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

HB1997
Submitted on: 2/4/2014
Testimony for EDB/EEP on Feb 6, 2014 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Carl Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, February 04, 2014 1:35 PM
To: edbtestimony
Cc: mendezj@hawaii.edu
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB1997 on Feb 6, 2014 08:30AM*

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

HB1997
Submitted on: 2/4/2014
Testimony for EDB/EEP on Feb 6, 2014 08:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
Javier Mendez-Alvarez Individual Support No

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & BUSINESS 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

February 6, 2014, 8:30 A.M. 
Room 325 

 (Testimony is 1 page long) 
 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 1997 
 
Chairs Tsuji and Lee and members of the committees: 
 

The Blue Planet Foundation supports HB 1997, elevating the importance of our energy 

planning, governance, and oversight by establishing a Hawai‘i Department of Energy. 

 

With the quickly shifting energy landscape and the increasing economic and environmental 

need to wean Hawai‘i from dirty, imported fossil fuel, it may be time to consider elevating the 

level of energy planning and implementation in Hawai’i. If we are serious about ending our 

addiction to fossil fuel and seek to be powered by 100% clean, renewable, and indigenous 

sources, the government office charged with guiding the transition deserves greater standing 

and funding within state government. We would support the creation of a state Hawai’i 

Department of Energy that would exist alongside the other state departments and be tasked 

with all aspects of planning, permitting, and implementation of Hawaii’s clean energy future. 

Ideally, the new department would be funded through from a fee on all imported fossil fuels as 

well as federal grants and other appropriations as necessary. Given Hawaii’s energy 

independence the status, funding, and prioritization it deserves would help ensure that we 

achieve our critical clean energy goals. 

 

This is not the first time the legislature has considered establishing a department of energy. In 

1978, Senator T.C. Yim’s energy conservation and development package included a measure 

to create a state department of energy research and development. 

 

Blue Planet believes that HB 1997 requires amendments to clarify the new department’s role, 

functions, and structure. We are happy to work with the committees on language for this bill. 

 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
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